Hello Juniors,










September 1, 2011
We wanted to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves.  Daniel and I recently took on the duties of serving as the California Junior Shorthorn Association Advisors.  Along with our family, we are looking forward to helping young people learn and love Shorthorn cattle.  

The annual Spotlight on Quality event is just around the corner.  We are making plans for a fun weekend in Plymouth.  Our Junior meeting will take place after the sale on Saturday, October 29 at the fairgrounds dining hall.  We have decorations to set up, but also we have some fun.  There will be activities for all ages including pumpkins to carve and candy apples to make.  This will also be our election of CJSA Officers, we need young members ready to serve as leaders for the coming year.

During the lunch hour (from 11-1PM) on Saturday the Juniors will be selling a BBQ lunch as a fundraiser.  My brother, Brian Mortensen, will be overseeing the BBQ and he needs helpers to serve and sell the lunches.   

Most of all, we are looking for your feedback on activities you would like to see happening with the CJSA.  We have some ideas we want your opinions on, so plan to be there in Plymouth and give us your input.  We plan to set some goals for the year at this meeting.  Some ideas we are planning to discuss are: 

-Shorthorn Sidekicks – This program pairs older showmen with younger members to work together on fun activities and learning to show Shorthorn cattle.
-CJSA Calendar of Events 2011-2012 – We need to plan meeting dates and locations. Also, possible activities throughout the year.
-KEY Conference Delegates - Six years ago the American Junior Shorthorn Association (AJSA) set out to develop a program that would inspire and encourage youth to follow their dreams, and allow them to learn from and interact with industry leaders. The result, a conference called KEY, which stands for Knowledge Empowers Youth.  

-Scholarships - Each year, there are several scholarships sponsored by The Shorthorn Foundation as well as the American Shorthorn Association (ASA) available to American Junior Shorthorn Association (AJSA) members.

-Internships - The American Shorthorn Association (ASA) and the American Junior Shorthorn Association (AJSA) seek individuals interested in a full-time paid summer internships.

-Attendance at Jr. Nationals - Junior Shorthorn enthusiast from across the country come together to compete in a weeklong event full of contests and educational activities. Summer 2012
Included in this mailer is the entry form for the Spotlight on Quality show.  Be sure to get your entries in so we can organize a quality show for you.  

PLEASE  NOTE : Notice that there is a place on the entry form for camping spaces to be reserved.  ANY camper-type vehicle on the grounds that has anyone staying in it will need to pay the fees.  Daniel will be giving out the paid camper passes and monitoring the grounds.  Please check with him if you have questions.  
ALL Junior animals need to be in place Saturday October 29, by 10AM.  Late arrivals will not be able to participate in the show on Sunday.  I will handle all animal check-in Saturday.  Please contact either of us if you have any questions:

Krista Vannest (209) 602-1146
email: fourvannest@yahoo.com or kvannest@turlock.k12.ca.us 
Daniel Vannest (209) 996-8775  email: fourvannest@yahoo.com or dvannest@musd.net 

Sincerely,
Your Advisors 

Krista Vannest

Daniel Vannest
